
Endowed Faculty Chairs & Directorships  
 
These funds recognize excellence in teaching and support robust professional development, and more. Faculty 
chairs serve as models of excellence for other faculty, enriching the curriculum and strengthening methods of 
instruction at Burroughs.  
 
An initial gift of $100,000 or more is required, and faculty chairs and directorships require an endowed fund of 
$1,000,000 or more to be activated. Once a fund reaches a value of $1,000,000, donors and their designees 
receive notification of their beneficiary inclusive of the faculty member’s background, academic success, etc. 
Lifelong relationships often develop between donor and beneficiary.  
 
Mark Neville/Martin Parry Chair in English 
Given by Ben. H. & Katherine Gladney Wells ’36 in 1971 
Held by Joy Gephardt 
 
Leonard D. & Madeline H. Haertter Chair in Mathematics 
Given by the John Burroughs Foundation in 1988 
Held by Laura Crowley 
 
Robert A. Sortland/Kemper Family Chair in American Studies 
Given by the David W. Kemper Family & the William T. Kemper Foundation in 1998 
Held by Mark Smith 
 
Edwin McClellan Johnston Chair in Classics 
Given by Anne Winton Johnston, Edwin M. Johnston, Jr. ’51 & Henry O. Johnston ’54 in 1998 
Held by Avery Springer 
 
Charles K. “Doc” Sibley Chair in Science 
Given anonymously in 1999 
Held by Dr. Scott Heinzel 
 
Fred Dreher/Joanna Collins Chair in Fine Arts 
Given through the estate of Joanna Collins ’47 in 2001 
Held by Donya L. Allison 
 
Alice Snodgrass/Kemper Family Chair for Excellence in Teaching 
Given by the David W. Kemper Family & the William T. Kemper Foundation in 2005 
Held by Jamie Wagner 
 
Holekamp Family Chair in Athletics 
Given by Kerry & Bill Holekamp ’66 in 2013 
Held by Peter Tasker 
 
Jerome Taylor/Kemper Family Science & Technology Directorship 
Given by the William T. Kemper Foundation in 2016 
Held by Martha Keeley 
 
Elizabeth C. Brown ’11 Chair in Environmental Science 
Given by the Elizabeth C. Brown Family in 2018 
Held by Eric Knispel 


