
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

ALL parents, alums, parents of alums, grandparents and adult friends of JBS are invited! 
 
 

Date/Time 
Wednesday, February 8 

 
Check-in 
Session I  

Session II  
Double Session  

6:45 – 7:15 
7:15 – 8:15 
8:30 – 9:30 
7:15 – 9:30 

 
 

Fee 
$20/person 

Fees are presented to the faculty as honoraria 
 
 

Registration  
Print out the registration form, fill it out and return it with your check  

to the Development Office by Monday, January 30 
Register Early – Enrollment in some classes is limited 

 
 
 

If you have difficulty, 
please call Nancy Cusanelli at 314/993-4045 ext. 264 



	
  

	
  
	
  

Take two classes – selecting one from Session I and one from Session II OR…	
  

take one double-session class.	
  
	
  

Session I Classes 	
  
Jefferson & Slavery	
  
Poems about Family	
  

Blogging	
  
Tea Tasting	
  

Photo Collage	
  
Weight/Resistance Training	
  

Mark Smith	
  
Jill Donovan & Missy Simonds	
  
Allégra Clément-Bayard 	
  
Richard Sandler	
  
Margaret Bahe	
  
Kevin Kinney	
  

	
  
	
  

Session II Classes 	
  
Presidential Elections	
  

Young Adult Lit	
  
Google SketchUp	
  

Eclectic Art	
  
Facebook	
  

Yoga	
  

Mark Smith	
  
Linda Mercer	
  
Brian Connor	
  
Christopher & Alaine Peaslee-Hinshaw	
  
Jen Gosnell	
  
Ellie DesPrez	
  

	
  
	
  

Double Session Classes 	
  
Mudslinging (pottery)	
  

Wine/Pizza	
  
Golf	
  

House/Auto Maintenance	
  

Andy Denney	
  
Bob Henningsen & Jim Lowe	
  
Ellen Port	
  
Tim Baker

	
  



Session I Classes 
7:15 – 8:15 pm	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Jefferson & Slavery                                                                                                     Mark Smith                                                                                                        	
  
The man who wrote "all men are created equal" owned slaves.  The man who wrote some 
terribly racist things may have fathered children with one of his own slaves. This class will try to 
unravel the contradictions posed by Thomas Jefferson and slavery.	
  
	
  
Poems about Family                                                  Jill Donovan & Missy Simonds                                                                              
A father making an egg for his young daughter, a grown man reflecting on his strained 
relationship with his father, a teenager folding sheets with his mother, a young child guiding his 
grandfather back home – each are moments captured in the poems we will explore in this 
session, poems that pay homage to the profound and messy beauty that is family life.	
  
	
  
Blogging 101                                                                                           Allégra Clément-Bayard                                                                                                           	
  
What are blogs? How are they  used ? How do I access them? How can I create one? This class 
is for anyone who has ever been interested in setting up and managing a blog for personal use. 
Find out how to begin the process using Blogger.com, and explore the possibilities, e.g., family 
blogs, travel/trip blogs, book club blogs, personal journal, etc.  (Here’s a link students and I 
developed when on a cultural trip to Paris: www.jbspca.blogspot.com.)  Laptops will be available 
but feel free to bring your own (as long as it has wireless capability). 	
  
	
  
The Tea Totaler                                                                             Richard Sandler                                                                                                
Experience a tea-tasting of several batches selected from plantations spanning the globe. We will 
examine the history of tea-making, the various categories and types of preparation. Sample 
various Assams, Keemuns, Darjeelings, and a host of green teas as well as some of the best 
scones and shortbread to be found.	
  
	
  
Make Your Own Photo Collage Poster                                                                Margaret Bahe	
  
Do you have multiple photographs that you would like to display in one neat package?  Learn to 
use Adobe’s Photoshop Elements to create a photo collage poster.  We will crop your pictures, 
frame them in color, and organize them in your own unique combination for a lasting memory.  
Some experience working with digital photographs will be helpful. Bring your photos with you 
on a USB drive or experiment with samples provided. 	
  
	
  
Basics of Weight/Resistance Training                                                                    Kevin Kinney                                                                         	
  
Learn how to perform basic techniques safely and productively with barbells, dumbbells, body 
weight, medicine balls, stability balls and bands. A variety of movements will be shown that you 
can easily use at home or incorporate in your workout at the gym. The focus will be on learning 
the “how” and “why” rather than having a strenuous workout. The class will be appropriate for 
all fitness levels. Dress to participate or just to watch.	
  
	
  



Session II Classes 
8:30 – 9:30 pm 

           	
  
	
  

Presidential Elections                                                                                                  Mark Smith                                                                                                                               	
  
This class will provide an overview of electoral rules, a history of contested elections, the 
proposals to alter the current system and a summary of the current state of the 2012 presidential 
election.  	
  
	
  
Reading Young Adult Literature:  Discover Your Hidden Teen                        Linda Mercer                                                                	
  
Join the JBS library director in a discussion about what teenagers are reading these days along 
with the recent trend in which adults are devouring these titles as well. Where were you when 
you first read Harry Potter? Have you missed dinner while reading The Hunger Games? Are you 
re-reading The Secret Garden, The Phantom Tollbooth, the Narnia books or The Outsiders? Feel 
free to bring along a list of your favorites to share or discuss.	
  
	
  
Google SketchUp                                                                                                      Brian Connor                                                                                                         	
  
Learn how to make a 3D drawing for visualizing your next project, whether it is a piece of 
furniture, a room renovation or an entire house. Google SketchUp is a free download that is fun, 
intuitive and provides instantaneous conceptual feedback of your designs. Add colors and 
textures to objects you have created. Learn how to download images of people and models of 
complex objects that will bring your drawings to life. If you know how to use a mouse, you can 
do this!	
  
	
  
Teacher Pickers                                             Christopher Hinshaw & Alaine Peaslee-Hinshaw	
  
Christopher, and his wife, Alaine, create one-of-a-kind art from re-purposed materials collected 
from salvage yards, steel manufacturing plants, farms and other nontraditional sources. Items are 
left alone as found art or combined and modified to create something original and new. Some 
pieces are made from reclaimed architectural components, such as large, ornate bird mansions 
and serve as functional art for the garden. Other objects become interior sculptures. This program 
features unique art pieces as well as photographs of Chris and Alaine’s eclectic art and stories 
from their work and travels throughout the United States.	
  
	
  
Facebook for Dummies Grownups                                                                             Jen Gosnell                                                                                                     	
  
Want to know more about Facebook, but afraid to ask your kids? Worried that you will be giving 
away too much information if you join Facebook? Do you have Facebook already, but have 
trouble keeping up with those perpetual changes to the design and security of the site? Come to 
this class and learn the ins and outs of Facebook; how to maximize your security, make sense of 
the wall, block those annoying posts you may be getting, and make it a useful (and fun) part of 
your online life!	
  
	
  
Wind Down Yoga                                                                                                     Ellie DesPrez                                                                                                                                 	
  
By definition, yoga balances effort and ease. Our evening practice will focus mostly on relaxing 
through a variety of stretches and restorative poses. Beginners are welcome, as are experienced 
yoga practitioners. Wear nonbinding clothes.	
  	
  



 
	
  

Double Session Classes 	
  
7:15 – 9:30 pm	
  

	
  
	
  

Mudslinging                                                                                         Andy Denney                                                                                                                                       
In this class, you’ll learn two different ways to throw pottery – how to throw like a machine and 
how to throw like a child. The hope is to combine both methods so that you can create your very 
own masterpiece with the most important quality: the human one. The class will cover basic 
skills associated with throwing vessels on the wheel, including wedging, centering, drawing up 
clay, forming a bowl and trimming. 	
  
	
  
Last Call                                                                                          Bob Henningsen & Jim Lowe	
  
Our resident sommelier in the English Department and long-time co-teacher of this class, Bob 
Henningsen, will retire at the end of this year. It is only fitting that this class, his swan-song of 
sipping, be dedicated to some of his reasonably priced personal favorites, regardless of 
provenance, vintage or variety. Those enrolled in the class will be invited to participate in the 
creation and consumption of hand-crafted pizza as a complement to the wines we sample.	
  
	
  
Getting into the Swing of Things                                                                                   Ellen Port 	
  
One of the top-ranked amateurs in the U.S., Ellen Port, is back for the 15th time! Receive basic 
instruction in the fundamentals of the golf swing. Participants need to bring a putter, a mid-iron 
and a wedge.	
  
	
  
Home and Automobile 101                                                                                           Tim Baker	
  
How much knob and tube could a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck could chuck knob and tube?  
What does HVAC stand for? Learn the basics of home and automobile maintenance and you will 
develop a deeper understanding of the various systems in each and how to troubleshoot problems 
should they arise – or prevent them from ever happening!  	
  
	
  



 

Back to School Night 
 
 

Registration 
 
 

PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE, fill it out and send with your check to  
JBS Development Office, 755 South Price Road, 63124 

by Monday, January 30 
 

$20 per person – additional $20 “lab fee” for wine/pizza class  
Checks should be made payable to John Burroughs School 

 
If you’d like to register for two or more “students,” just print out multiple registration forms.  

You may write one check. 
 

 
Questions? Contact Nancy Cusanelli at ncusan@jburroughs.org or 314/993-4045 ext. 264 

 
 

Name ______________________________________________Daytime Telephone ______________________ 
 
E-mail Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sign up for one class in Session I and one class in Session II – OR one double session class. 
Please indicate first and second choice for each session, as class sizes are limited. 

 
 

Session I                        Session II                    Double Session_______________ 
7:15 – 8:15 pm                  8:30 – 9:30 pm        7:15 – 9:30 pm 
 
__ Jefferson & Slavery 

__ Poems about Family 

__ Blogging 101 

__ The Tea Totaler 

__ Photo Collage 

__ Weight/Resistance Training 

  

 

 

 

__ Presidential Elections 

__ Young Adult Lit 

__ Google SketchUp 

__ Teacher Pickers 

__ Facebook 

__ Yoga 

  

 

 

 

__ Mudslinging 

__ Wine/Pizza 

__ Golf 

__ House/Auto Maintenance 

mailto:ncusan@jburroughs.org


 

 
 
 

Faculty Spotlight 
 
Margaret Bahe, BA, MAT, joined the science department in 1979 and teaches biology, biology 
achievement and bioethics. She is the faculty sponsor of the yearbook and dance squad. A 
prolific photographer, Margaret has donated several photo collages to JBS auctions. 
 
Tim Baker, BA, MA, joined the music department in 2008 and teaches beginning band, 8th 
grade band, junior band and team teaches Jazz Band II. He is the instrumental director for the 
winter musical and a faculty co-sponsor of 7th grade. 
 
Allégra Clément-Bayard, BA, MA, joined the modern language department in 2005. She chairs 
the department and teaches French II, French V and AP French. She is also the web master for 
her department and a faculty co-sponsor of 8th grade. 
 
Brian Connor, BA, MA, joined the industrial technology department in 1996. He teaches basic 
design, mechanical drawing, 8th grade IT, project technology and computer-aided drawing, 
advanced computer animation and design, and architectural design. He is also faculty sponsor of 
light and sound and builds all theatre sets. 
 
Andy Denney, BA, MAT, joined the fine arts department in 2000. He teaches ceramics, senior 
intensive study and independent studies. He is a faculty co-sponsor of the student literary 
magazine. Andy also teaches pottery at The Craft Alliance, and his ceramic work has been 
exhibited throughout the country. 
 
Ellie DesPrez, BA, MA, MAT, PhD, joined the English department in 1998. She chairs the 
department and teaches 7th and 10th grade English and an honors English senior seminar. She has 
taught yoga to students and employees since she completed her yoga teaching certification in 
2007. 
 



Jill Donovan, BA, MA, joined the Burroughs faculty in 2011 as director of academics. She also 
teaches 12th grade English. 
 
Jen Gosnell ’85, BA, MA, joined the library department in 1996. She also teaches 8th grade 
computer-based research. 
 
Bob Henningsen, BA, MFA, MA, joined the English department in 1981. He teaches 9th and 
10th grade English and an honors English senior seminar. He is also a college counselor. 
 
Christopher Hinshaw, BA, MA, joined the history department in 1993. He teaches American 
government, U.S. history and Contemporary Global Issues. He and his wife, Alaine Peaslee-
Hinshaw, are the designers and proprietors of Eclectic Arts.  
 
Kevin Kinney, BS, MEd, joined the PE/athletics department this year as the strength and 
conditioning coach. He was a member of the Parkway North history and PE departments for 
more than 30 years. 
 
Jim Lowe, BA, MA, PhD, joined the classics department in 1989. He teaches Latin 8, Latin III, 
Beginning Greek and Foundations of Western Literature. He is also a college counselor. 
 
Linda Mercer ’74, BA, MA, joined the Burroughs faculty in 2000 and chairs the Stamper 
Library. 
 
Ellen Port, BSE, joined the PE/athletics department in 1986. She has been a teacher and director 
of 7th and 8th grade PE and a health teacher. She has coached field hockey, track, basketball and 
currently coaches boys’ and girls’ varsity golf. Ellen holds five national titles, has won seven 
Missouri State Amateur Championships and has been named the St. Louis Metropolitan Player 
of the Year 14 times. By Back to School Night, she will have been inducted into the Missouri 
Sports Hall of Fame. 
 
Richard Sandler, BA, MA, PhD, joined the English department in 1987. He teaches 8th grade 
English, junior English and an honors English senior seminar. He is also a faculty co-sponsor of 
the Student Court. 
 
Missy Simonds, BA, MA, joined the English department in 2009. She teaches 7th grade English 
and an honors English senior seminar and is a college counselor and faculty co-sponsor of the 
student literary magazine. 
 
Mark Smith, BA, MA, PhD, joined the history department in 1998. He chairs the department 
and teaches American government, U.S. History, African-American Studies and Bioethics. 
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